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1 Purpose of the report

1.1 To present for the consideration of the Council a proposal that Major Edmund Gartside 
be admitted as an Honorary Freeman of the Borough in accordance with section 249 
of the Local Government Act 1972

 
2 Recommendations

2.1 The Council determines to admit Major Edmund Gartside TD, MA, DL (Retired) as an  
Honorary Freeman of the Borough in accordance with section 249 of the Local 
Government Act 1972;

2.2 The Chief Executive be authorised to make the appropriate ceremonial arrangements.

3 Background

3.1 I have been approached by several Members of the Council minded to propose 
nomination of Major Edmund Gartside for admission as an Honorary Freeman of the 
Borough in accordance with section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972.  The local 
authority may resolve, at a meeting convened specially for that purpose, to admit such 
persons as an Honorary Freeman who, in the opinion of the Council, are persons of 
distinction and who have rendered eminent services to the Borough.

3.2 The proposal arises with particular regard to the work undertaken by Major Gartside in 
connection with developing and promoting the Armed Forces Community Covenant 
within the Borough, including his work on behalf of the Lancashire Regiment of 
Fusiliers, one of the partners in our Borough’s Community Covenant. 

3.3 Major Gartside is a lifelong resident of the Borough, living in Bamford since his birth on 
11th November 1933.  He was Chairman of the Oldham based Shiloh Group of 
companies from 1966 to 2004, steering the group through the contraction and, 
ultimately, elimination of the UK cotton spinning industry and converted the Group into 
an expanding healthcare business until its sale in 2005.  He represented the textile 
industry on many organisations at local, national, European and international level 
being President of Eurocoton, the Brussels based body representing the European 
cotton sector industry.

3.4 Major Gartside’s military career spanned a number of years, from Territorial Service to 
being a member on the board at The Fusilier Museum in Bury.  He completed National 
Service 1952 to 1954 and was commissioned as 2/Lt.  He continued service with the 
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Territorial Army (now Reservists) and joined B Company 5 Lancashire Fusiliers 
becoming Company Commander in 1957. In 1967 he became Company Commander 
of 4th East Lancs and in 1968 he was awarded the Territorial Decoration.

3.5 His commitment to the military continued beyond being a reservist. He was the 
President of Rochdale and Distract Fusilier Association from 1970 to 2013.  He was 
also the President of the Rochdale Royal British Legion from 1987 to 1989 and from 
1990 to 1991.  He has been a Member of almost every committee of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers and Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, and became the Finance 
Director of the new Fusilier Museum at Bury until retiring 2015.  He was appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Greater Manchester in 1990, and the High Sheriff of Greater 
Manchester in 1995 to 1996.

3.6 I have discussed the proposal with the Leader of the Council and the Leader of the 
Opposition who are both happy to support the proposal.


